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Hearing Called 
On Transfer of 
5 White Schools 

Board Defers Action 
On Plan to Restore- 
Full Classes for 3,301 

By Coit Hendley, Jr. 
A public hearing on whether the 

Board of Education should transfer! 
five white schools to colored pupils! 
to relieve overcrowded conditions, 
and close down four other schools! 
for economical reasons, is sched- i 
uled for 1 p.m. next Wednesday atj 
the Franklin Administration Build-; 
ing. 

The majority of the board mem- 

bers were ready to accept School 
Supt. Hobart M. Coming's recom- 

mendations for these moves yester- 
day until a group of citizens offered 
unexpected disapproval. The trans- 
fers would place 3,301 of the 6,825! 
pupils now on part-time instruction1 
back of a full-time schedule. 

Temporary Transfers. 
Dr. Corning emphasized that the 

transfers would be temporary and 
would not affect the long-range 
building program of the School 
r* __j 

But in view of the disagreement 
of the citizens who had come to 
the meeting at Franklin Adminis- 
tration Building—and the firm op- 
position to "hasty action” by Board 
Member Adelbert W. Lee—action' 
was withheld until after the board's! 
committee on buildings and grounds j 
could hold the special meeting j 
Wednesday at Franklin Adminis- 
tration Building. A full board 
meeting will follow that same day 
to act. 

The proposed changes are: 
The Blow Elementary School,' 

Nineteenth street and Benning road 
N.E., and the Webb Elementary 
School. Fifteenth and Rosedale! 
streets N.E., to be transferred to 
colored pupils to reduce part-time 
instruction at the Brow'ne Junior 
High School. 

An elementary school unit, to be; 
known as the Eastern Elementary 
School, to be established at Eastern 
High School for the 472 white pupils! 
attending these two schools. This I 
will allow 1,223 of the 1.836 pupils! 
at Browne to go on full-time in- 
struction. leaving 613 still on part- 
time classes. 

Hayes School Transfer. 
The Hayes Elementary’ School, 

Fifth and K streets N.E., to be 
transferred to colored pupils. This 
move will reduce part-time classes 
at Crummell, Payne and Cook Ele- 
mentary Schools, all colored. Most 
of the 156 white pupils at Hayes 
would be sent to Blair Elementary 
School, two blocks away, and others^ 
at Ludlow, Madison and Wheatley- 
Elementary Schools. 

The Bowen Elementary School, 
Third and K streets S.W., to be 
turned over to colored pupils to re- 
duce part-time classas at Randall 
Junior High School. The 224 white 
pupijs would be sent to a new ele- 
mentary unit at the Jefferson Junior 
High and the Greenleaf, Amidon 
and Fairbrother Elementary Schools. 

The Lenox Occupational School, 
Fifth street, near G street S.E., to 
be turned over to colored pupils to 
relieve part-time instruction at Van i 
Ness and Bell Elementary Schools 
and to eliminate the further use of 
Lincoln Elementary School, which! 
is for colored children. One of the! 
three classes, totaling 64 pupils, at 
Lenox would be sent to the Buchan-, 
an Elementary School, Thirteenth 
and E streets S.E., and the other 
two to either the Bryan Elementary 
School or the Cranch Elementary 
Rrhnnl 

Would Close Lincoln School. 
The Lincoln Elementary School. 

Second and C streets S.E., to be 
closed and turned over to the Com- 
missioners. This school has an en- 

rollment of 51 colored pupils but has 
a capacity of 432. It was first 
recommended for abandonment in 
1908 when it became obsolete. 

The Hamilton Cabinet Shop, 1611 
Bladensburg road N.E., to be closed 
down and the Dent Elementary 
School, Second street and South 
Carolina avenue S.E., used for the 
repair shop for school furniture. 
The- 94 white pupils now attending 
Dent would be sent to Brent Ele- 
mentary School. Third and D streets 
S.E., three blocks away. 

The Hilton Elementary School, 
Sixth street near B street N.E., to be 
closed and the 183 white pupils sent 
to the Peabody Elementary School, 
one block away. 

The Corcoran Elementary School. 
Twenty-eighth street near M street 
N.W., to be closed and used for 
storage space. The 136 white pupils 
would be reassigned to the Hyde and 
Jackson Elementary Schools. 

Corning Explains Plan. 
Dr. Corning explained his recom- 

mendations this way: 
-—-- ••• ~ 

time instruction wherever possible 
through the reassignment of school 
facilities is imperative if the best 
interests of the children and the 
community are to be served. The 
recommended transfers * * * are 

to be made for the sole purpose of 
making fulltime instruction imme- 
diately available to a large number 
of the school children through a 

wider use of existing school build- 
ings, pending construction of build- 
ings already assured * * 

But, Alfred D. Calvert, president 
of the Lincoln Park Citizens’ Associ- 
ation, disagreed. He told the board: 

“Not that we want to deprive 
Negro children of education, but 
we are against anything which will 

41 take schools away from us. The 
word temporary means nothing.” 

Colored Citizens Objecf. 
A number of colored citizens also 

spoke against the transfers, basing 
their objections on the fact that 
the schools being shifted were old 
and on the general principle that 
they were against any such trans- 
fers. They were Elmer C. House; 
representing the Browne Parent- 
Teacher Association and the North- 
east Boundary Civic Association, 
and Mrs. Phoebe Nelson of the 
Kingman Park Civic Association. 

Already on record against the 
transfers are the Federation of 
Civic Associations and the Central 
Northeast Civic Association. 

Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, chair- 
man of the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee of the board, said the 
District organizations that wish to 
present views on the proposals may 
do s# at the Wednesday meeting. 

'--Representatives of such organiza- 
tions should notify the Board of 

Education of their intent to appear 
and present to the board a written 
copy of their testimony at least 24 
hours before the hearing, she 
added. 

In another action the board in- 
structed its committee on commu- 

nity use of buildings and grounds 
to bring in a report setting a "defi- 
nite policy" on the use of school 
property by mixed groups of white 
and colored persons. 

Policy Held Not Clear. 
Dr. Corning asked for this deter- 

mination of policy, saying the school 
officials were on the spot in trying' 
to iule in controversial situations 
because the policy of the board was 

not established clearly. C. Melvin 
Sharpe, chairman of the commit- 
tee, said he would call a meeting 
in the near .future. 

The matter arose when Mrs. 
James W. Williams brought up the 
Junior Board of Commerce's “Voice 
of Democracy” speaking contest. 
The Junior Board voted to hold the 
finals of the contest at Pierce Hall 
on November 13 or 14 to avoid a 

possible refusal of use of a school 
auditorium. 

Informal inquiries had been made 
of school officials about use of a 

school auditorium. Both colored and 
white boys and girls from the high 
schools will compete in the finals 
of the contest. 

School Officials Again 
Clear Textbook Held 
Un-American by VFW 

A reportof school officials clearing 
the civic textbook, "Building Citi- 
arnship” by R. O. Hughes, of charges 
made by the District department 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
that it teaches un-American ideas 
was in the hands of the Board of 
Education today. 

School Supt. Hobart M. Corning 
yesterday submitted to the board a 

report defending the book. The 
text had been cleared in a similar 
report to the board last June 4 after 
charges by Board Member Adelbert 
W. Lee. The board accepted the 
report. 

VFW F'alls to Appear. 
The report was prepared for Dr. 

Joining by George J. Jones and Wil- 
liam M. Brewer, heads of the history 
department in the public schools. 
"It is an excellent and wholesome 
text,” they said. 

Members of the VFW Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee, headed by 
Charles S. Sullivan, jr., had re- 

quested time to present their charges 
before the board. But, when the 
board told the committee they could 
have 20 minutes to present its case 

orally and submit any written docu- 
ments it desired, the VFW refused 
to appear. 

Dr. Coming's report was based 
on the contention that the VFW 
committee had taken from the text 
certain passages, which alone gave 
a wrong impression of the purpose 
of the book. 

n rugrs invuivra. 

“A careful search reveals 17 pages 
of the book on which Russia, Rus- 
sians or communism is mentioned. 
We do not think that looms very 
large in a book of over 700 pages, 
especially when the majority of 
those references are of such a minor 
and incidental character that they 
are not even cited in the index of 
the book.” the report said. 

The report said that several sug- 
gestions for changes in sentences 
have been forwarded to the author. 
But the majority of the criticisms 
do not need even that much action 
since further analysis does not sup- 
port them as valid criticisms when 
the context of the quoted passages 
or their prospective in the book as 
a whole is considered, the report 
rnntiniiArf 

13 Passages Cited. 
The VFW cited 13 passages in 

making their un-American charges. 
Each is answered in the report. 

Two quotations from immigrants 
unfavorable in their reaction to their 
experience in America caused the 
VFW to say: ''There are no state- 
ments in the book from immigrants 
praising our country.” The school 
leport answered, saying that the 
VFW comment gave an erroneous 

impression that this portion of the 
book is lacking in balance. To the 
contrary, most of the section gives 
a picture of immigrants who were 

successfully Americanized, and the 
quotations were included to warn 
that some of these immigrants have 
been mistreated. 

The VFW said a section compar- 
ing the cost of battleships to the 
costs of schools was "calculated to 
prejudice pupils against national 
defense.” The report answered: 
"There Is nothing * * * to suggest 
that the question was calculated for 
any such purpose. The high cost of 
war and the preparation for war as 

compared with what we currently 
spend on many constructive works 
of peace is a fact we cannot escape.” 

Religious Issue Raised. 
Two sentences referring to belief 

in future punishment or reward as 
a motive for good living on earth 
were called contrary to the teachings 
of the Christian and Jewish faith 
by the VFW. The school report said 
it was "unfortunate” these sentences 
were included becausrthey touch on 
a religious subject on which people 
would differ strongly but any bad 
effect is overshadowed by the whole- 
some tone of the rest of the 10 pages 
about religious topics. 

The VFW said they "failed to 
understand why so much emphasis 
is laid on Russia and why a child of 
14 years of age is asked if he would 
like to live under a Communist form 
of government, bearing in mind this 
last question is not answered in the 
text but is to be discussed in the 
classroom.” 

L,acK or innndence seen. 
The report answered: “We have 

already referred to the unwillingness, 
shown in other criticisms, to let the 
pupils think about and discuss under 
the guidance of teachers something 
which does not have its authorita- 
tive answer given in the book. It 
shows a strange lack of confidence 
in our own way of life, as well as in 
the teachers and pupils in our 

schools, when criticisms so often 
recur to the inference that our 

pupils are in serious danger «f 
arriving at an un-American answer 

to such questions as a part of their 
school work. * * * 

“We have enough confidence in 
our institutions and our people to 
conclude that pupils discussing- the 
question of living under communism 
would end with a strengthened con- 

clusion that they are better off with 
the American system in spite of all 
the opposing propaganda which our 
schools can fortify them against, 
since it is impossible to isolate them 
from seeing and hearing some of it 
eventually." 

Hoover Says FBI 
Has No Official 
Subversive Lisf 

Lawyers' Guild Gets 
Letter After Protest 
Stirred by Newell 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover to- 
day made public a letter to Robert 
J. Silberstein, executive secretary 
of the National Lawyers' Guild, in 
which he stated the FBI has 
"neither prepared nor published any 
so-called subversive list’ nor fur- 
nished any such list to any person 
or organization." 

Mr. Silberstein had written Attor- 
ney General Clark protesting 
against the issuance of any such 
lists and, particularly, against thg 
asserted inclusion of the guild on 
one of them. 

In his letter, Mr. Silberstein had 
referred to a news article in The 
Star of last Monday, which quoted 
Clifford H. Newell, past president 
of the Federation of Citizens’ Asso- 
ciations, as having said the guild 
was among questionable groups on 

an FBI list. Mr. Silberstein re- 

quested a copy of the list. 
i.isi s uemea. 

‘‘Your thought that we might have 

prepared such a list is erroneous,” 
Mr. Hoover wrote in reply. “* * * 

This bureau is a fact-finding organi- 
gation, and I want you to know that 
the Attorney General, not this bu- 
reau, makes all necessary legal de- 
cisions on the basis of factual In- 
formation furnished as a result of 
our Investigations.” 

Mr. Hoover stated Mr. Silberstein 
could have ascertained this by an 

inquiry of him and continued: 
"You have commented that the 

President's Committee on Civil 
Rights has declared that a ‘state 
of near-hysteria now threatens to 
inhibit the freedom of genuine dem- 
ocrats.’ If you and your organiza- 
tion are yourselves becoming hyster- 
ical over news items without first 
making any attempt to 'Ascertain 
the true facts, you are contributing 
to any state of ’near-hysteria’ 
which might afflict citizens who have 
not had the benefit of training in 
factual analysis and in the inter- 
pretation of facts according to law. 

List Not Seen by Newell. 
Told of Mr. Hoover's letter, Mr. 

Newell said he never had seen a list 
of the. sort mentioned. He said his 
information was based on newspaper 
reports of a list made public some 

time ago by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 

His tecollection was that FBI in- 
vestigations were referred to by the 
committee in publishing that list. 
Mr. Newell said. 

Mr. Newell’s original remarks were 
included in a report on the deferral 
in seating of Mrs. Sylvia Wubnig 
as a delegate from the Kalorama 
Citizens’ Association to the Federa- 
tion, pending a check of her creden- 
tials by a committee. 

He had mentioned the League of 
Women Shoppers, of which Mrs. 
Wubnig is national legislative rep- 
resentative: the lawyers’ group and 
other organizations as on the ques- 
tionable list. 

Mentioned by Committees. 
• In a compilation prepared 

by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities in May. 1946 
the league and the guild appear 
as having been cited as Commu- 
nist “fronts” by the committee 
in March, 1944. 

• This committee list, which 
also included citations by the 
Justice Department, was pub- 
lished in The Star last March, 
when President Truman issued 
his Federal employe loyalty 
check order. At that time, it 
was pointed out the organiza- 
tions would not be listed, neces- 

sarily, by .the Attorney General 
under the loyalty ordeT.) 
Mr. Newell emphasized today he 

was playing no part in the case of 
Mrs. Wubnig and had no direct 
information on it, but had been dis- 
cussing federation procedure on 

seating delegates in general. 1 

Jury to Try Man Held 
On Exposure Charge 

A 36-year-old accountant was 

held on a charge of indecent ex- 

posure today after Municipal Court 
Judge John P. McMahon refused to 
quash his arrest because a policeman 
entered the man's apartment with- 
out a warrant. 

The defendant is Edward F. Mc- 
Hugh, 1700 block of N street N.W.. 
an employe of the National Guard 

; Association. 
He was arrested about 11:30 

I o’clock last night in his apartment 
on the complaint of two young 

[ YWCA employes who live in the 
j same apartment house. They re- 

j ported to poliog that McHugh came 

down the fire escape outside their 
apartment several times and ex- 

posed himself in front of their win- 
I dows. 

Last night Pvt. Harry A. Miller, 
1 jr., of No. 3 precinct came to the 
apartment house, he said, and saw 

: McHugh on the fire escape both 
: from an alley outside and from in- 
side the apartment occupied by the 

: two women. He arrested him in his 
own apartment on the floor above. 

Attorney Henry J. Ahearn assert- 
ed that the arrest was illegal, even 

though the officer had observed the 
act because he had entered the 
man’s apartment without a warrant. 

Judge McMahon set bond at *300 
and a Jury trial for December 10. 

AAA Begins fo Organize 
Traffic Safety Foundation 

The American Automobile Asso- 
ciation today began organization of 
an “AAA Traffic Safety Founda- 
tion,’’ created in the final session 
yesterday of its three-day conven- 
tion at the Mayflower Hotel. 

The foundation, it was announced 
by Robert J. Schmunk, new presi- 
dent of the national organization, 
will deal with all phases of traffic 
safety. Special efforts will be de- 
voted to educational activities, with 
major stress on driver training pro- 
grams in high schools. 

Mr. Schmunk said the foundation 
will be financed through contribu- 
tions. It will be governed by a 13- 
man board of trustees, seven from 

; the AAA and six from educational, 
i business and professional groups 
land youth organizations. 

^ 
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The Psalms of David bring 

comfort to Isaac Kaplan and 

his wife Greta. 
Isaac came to America in 

1939. He and his first wife Re- 

becca, left their cattle farm in 

Poland near the Russian 
border as the Nazi persecution 
of the Jews reached toward 
them. 
They came to Washington, 

where their son already had 
found peace and freedom from 

oppression. They settled down 
to work and save money to 
send for their four daughters 
and two sons still in the Old 
Country. Isaac became a sex- 

ton in a synagogue. 
Then came the partition of 

Poland and the Nazi invasion. 
Rebecca shuddered at each 
new report of terror, thinking 
of her own children. No word 
came of them. Rebecca grew 
more and more frail, and then 
Isaac was left a widower. Two 

years later his son here died. 
Isaac had found another 

helpmate in Greta, also from 
the Old Country. They made 
their own way until Isaac 
suffered a heart attack. He 
had to give up his job. His 
sickness took their savings. 
There was no one to whom 

they could go. 
Friends thought of the He- 

brew Home for the Aged. 
There Isaac and Greta could 
be together, go regularly to 
the synagogue at the home, 
have the Kosher food they 
loved. Isaac could have the 
medical care he needed. 

Because the people of Wash- 
ington support the home 
through the Community Chest 
its doors were open to Isaac 
and Greta. This is only one 

Assembly Gets 18 Bills 
Affecting Montgomery 
And Prince Georges 

By a Staff Correspondent of The Star 

ANNAPOLIS, Nov. 6.—The Gen- 
eral Assembly has before It 18 bills 
affecting Montgomery and Prince 

Georges Counties. 
The measures were among ap- 

proximately 77 introduced yesterday 
at the opening of the Legislature’s 
speetal session. 

Nine of the 18 deal with Montgom- 
ery County. They include two sub- 
mitted in an effort to solve the 
financial difficulties of Suburban 

Hospital, Bethesda. One would au- 

thorize the County Comrilissioners 
to purchase and operate the hos- 
pital and the other would empower 
the commissioners to appropriate 
not more than $50,000 as a grant 
to the institution. The remaining 
seven Montgomery bills would: 

1. Increase the borrowing power 
of the Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission 
from $1,200,000 to $2,000,000 for the 
purchase of park lands in Mont- 

gomery County. Final authority in 
the question of extending the park 
system would be vested in the coun- 

ty commissioners. 
2. Authorize Takoma Park offi- 

cials to borrow up to $200,000 for 
capital improvements. 

3. Authorize the County Commis- 
sioners to increase the fire tax in 
the 22d precinct of the 13th elec- 
tion district from 6 to 10 cents per 
$100. 

4. Repeal an obsolete act deal- 
ing with the Takoma Park Fire 
Commission. 

5. Permit the County Commis- 
sioners to pay banks 5 cents for 
each tax bill they accept. 

6. Empower the County Commis- 
sioners to increase salaries of deputy 
sheriffs, now fixed by law. 

7. Increase the Laytonsville tax 
rate from 10 to a maximum of 
35 cents per $100. 

•--—-—■—— 

Carnegie Hall to Hear 
Miss Ramona Nevros 

Miss Ramona Nevros. 21-year-old 
lyric soprano, of 733 Otis place N.W., 
will sing Saturday at Carnegie Hall 
in New York. She was the winner 
last January of a Washington Opera 
iGuild contest held at the Mayflower 
! Hotel. 
i The concert is sponsored by the 
Associated Concert Bureau. Miss 
Nevros came to Washington from 
Philadelphia in 1943. 

Uncle Sam Says 

of the many human services 
you make possible through 

your Chest contribution. Now 
is your once-a-year chance to 

support them all by a single 
gift. —Star Staff Photo. 

The Federal Spotlight 

Congress May Limit Number 
On Permanent U. S. Employes 

By Joseph Young 
Congress next year will give 

serious attention to the possi- 
bility of placing a ceiling on the 
number of permanent status 

employes in the Government. 
Those members of Congress 

favoring the move say that this 
itf the only way to reduce sizably 
the Federal payroll. 

To support their argument, they 
point out that the number of per- 
manent-status employes today^al- 
ready exceeds the prewar total. Be- 
fore the war permanent-status em- 

ployes numbered about 950,000. 
Today the figure Is well over 1,- 
100.000, and there are hundreds of 
thousands of war service jobs that 
the Civil Service Commission still 
has to convert to a permanent 
basis. 

Limiting the number of perma- 
j nent-status employes will force the 
! Government to get down to an em- 

ployment figure approximating pre- 
war levels, these members feel. The 
ceiling favored by some is about 1,- 
100.000. 

The annual Government employ- 
ment turnover due to death, resig- 
nations and retirements is about 
30,000, and consequently the Gov- 
ernment could make that many 
permanent appointments a year 
without increasing Federal em- 

ployment, it is argued. 
On the other side of the picture. 

Federal officials contend that lim- 
; iting the number of permanent em- 

| ployes would seriously crimp agency 
i activities. They say that Govern- 

rnrtfionr onH ootivitioc ho VP 

increased since prewar days and 
j consequently more employes are 

needed. It's unfair to try and limit 
j Federal employment to the stand- 
: ard of prewar days.ythey contend. 

It's a hot issue right now and 
there is apt to be a bitter fight on 

the subject when Congress convenes 

|or its regular session next January. 
1 

CENSUS BEGINS — The Senate 
Civil Service Committee has begun 
its census among Government em- 

ployes to find out what they think 
about, their jobs, their colleagues, 
their bosses and their opinions on 

how Government efficiency can be 
increased. 

The first agencies being polled are 

the smaller ones, with the larger de- 
partments to be tabulated within 
several months. 

Initial results show that some em- 
ployes’ opinions of their superiors 
are none too flattering. Another 
question asked Employes was “Would 
you be willing to accept mere re- 

sponsibility in your job for the same 
pay?” 

Surprisingly enough, the answer 

was "yes” in nearly all the cases. 

Which should effectively nail the 
canard that Government employes 
lack initiative and have no interest 
in their work other than to put in 
their day and pick up their pay 
checks. 

I w T T * 

HE’S HAPPY NOW — A rather 
surly building guard at one of the 
larger department* in town quit his 
job recently, giving as his reason 

the fact that he didn’t like the work 
he was doing. 

Several weeks later on, one of his 
former colleagues met him and 
learned that he had gotten a job as 

a night watchman in a private con- 

cern here and was happy in his new 

Job. 
"But it's the same kind of job that 

I you had in the Government, except 
that you work nights,”-the rather 

l surprised acquaintance remarked. 
“Yeah,” snapped the guard, “but 

now I don’t have to look at people." 
* * * * 

CRACK DOWN—Several agencies 
are heading for trouble if they don’t 
cease discrimination against Negro 
employes. One of them is a chronic 
offender and ha* been warned be- 
fore by the Civil Service Commis- 
sion. 

President Truman previously has 
notified all Federal bureaus that all 
discrimination should cease, but ap- 
parently so\ne Government officials 
have forgotten the warning. 

Now, with the President's Com- 
mittee on Civil Rights again point- 
ing out that colored Federal em- 
ployes in many instances are not 

1 
getting a fair break, both tlj White 

House and the commission can be 

expected to crack down on offend- 
ing agencies. 

* * * + 

CAPITAL ROUNDUP—The vari- 
ous Government employes unions' 
here will shortly step up their mem- 

bership drives among Federal 
workers in Washington. Strangely i 

enough, the unions f8re much 
better out-of-town as far as mem- 

bership is concerned than they do 
here. .''Insiders at the State 
Department report that the “se- 
curity” dismissals of 10 employes 
there has seriously hurt morale In 
the department. The summary dis- 
missals, together with lack of 
charges, has many employes won- 

dering if they are next. The 
Senate Civil Service Committee is 
considering rearranging and re- 

furbishing its hearing room to util- 
ize more space for witnesses and 
spectators. Although the room is 
a large one, the present arrange- 
ment of fixtures and furniture has 
permitted only a handful of persons 
interested in Federal employes' 
legislation to attend the various 
hearings. 

W. F. McKenna Named 
Counsel to Senate 
Banking Committee 

William F. McKenna of Silver 
Spring has been appointed counsel 
to the Senate Banking and Cur- 
rency Committee. 

Mr. McKenna resigned last Fri- 
day as chief of the Airports Branch, 
Legal Division, Office of the Gen- 
eral Counsel of the War Assets 
Administration. He had been serv- 

ing there on loan from the Recon- 
struction Finance Corp. and had 
been concerned with the disposal of 
surplus airports. 

As a member of the committee’s 
professional staff, he will assist in 
preparation of legislation. 

Now 37, Mr. McKenna was gradu- 
ated from Yale University Law 
School in 1932. He was admitted 
to Phi Beta Kappa while at Yale. 

He joined the RFC in 1935 and 
began active Naval Reserve duty 
in 1942. After 17 months’ overseas 

service in the Pacific, he was as- 

signed to the school of military 
government at Princeton Univer- 
sity, where he was graduated No. 1 
in a class of about 1,500 officers. 
He was released to inactive duty 
as a lieutenant. 

Mr. McKenna is a native of 
Meriden, Conn., and continues to 
maintain legal residence there. 

He lives at 8 Wessex road, Silver 
Spring, with his wife and two sons. 
William F. McKenna, Jr„ 4, and 
Daniel J. McKenna, 2. 

Ailment HeldCause of Death 
Of Chevy Chase Woman 

Chemical analysis has established 
that cirrhosis of the liver caused the 
death of Mrs. Bernice E. Perkins, 
whose body was discovered October 
27 in the bedroom of her home, 214 
East Underwood street, Chevy Chase, 
Dr. Frank J. Broschart, Montgom- 
ery County medical examiner, re- 

ported today. 
Mrs. Perkins’ husband, Charles G. 

Perkins, 48, Army Department elec- 
trical engineer, was questioned last 
week, but was released after a brief 
confinement in Jail. State’s Attor- 
ney WaltA W. Dawson said there 
was insufficient evidence to justify 
charges against Mr. Perkins. 

Capital Transit to Extend 
G-8 Greenbelt Bus Line 

The Capital Transit Co. an- 

nounced today that beginning Mon- 
day on weekdays during rush hours 
only, it will extend service on the 
route G-8 Greenbelt busline to the 
loop in front of the dairy building at 
the University of Maryland. 

Extension of the line will enable 
University, of Maryland students 
and others living in Branchville. 
Berwyn and Greenbelt to reach the 
university without clanging. 

Subcommittee Sees 
Office-Seeker Barrier 
In $2,400 Council Pay 

If the District is given home rule, 
members of its city council should 
not be paid so much as to attract 
“professional office seekers," the 
Auchincloss subcommittee of the 
House said today. 

The subcommittee has proposed 
a S2,400-a-year “honorarium” for 
councilmen. The one elected mayor, 
or council president, would have a 

$5,000 expense account. 
Meanwhile, the home rule question 

came up at President Truman's press 
conference but he refused to com- 

ment, saying he had not yet seer 

the report, which was made public 
Sunday. 

Difficult Decision Seen. 

A supplemental statement fron 
the subcommittee said it was diffi- 
cult to decide how much an electivi 
officer should be paid, but added: 

“The compensation should not b< 
so low that the position is helc 
only at a financial sacrifice. Thi: 
would restrict such positions to per- 
sons of independent means. 

“Neither should the compensatior 
be so high as to attract professiona 
office seekers. Service in local gov- 
ernment in an elective position 01 

on boards or commissions is a civil 
duty and should be approached ai 

such. 
“Local government is the founda- 

tion of American democracy anc 

sacrifices of time, effort and leisure 
are sacrifices in that cause." 

825,000 City Manager. 
Under the tentative plan out- 

lined by the Auchincloss subcom- 
mittee of the House District Com- 
mittee, a city manager would be 
paid up to $25,000 a year. 

Members of an elected Board of 
Public Education, succeeding the 
present school and library boards 
would be paid a maximum of $250 a 

year, with the president drawing 
up to *375 a year. The board would 
have two superintendents, one te 
administer the sdhools system and 
one for the libraries. 

McReynolds Apartments 
Rent Increase Approved 

District Rent Examiner James G 
Tyson today recommended a 6.8 pei 
cent average rent increase for 24< 
units in the McReynolds Apart 
ments, 705 Eighteenth street N.W. 

The G. and R. Corp., owner of thi 
property, pleaded increased cost 
and taxes as well as substantial cap 
ital improvement in asking for i 
rent increase amounting to $17,861 
per year, or 15.2 per cent. The in 
crease recommended by Mr. T\son 
after examination, totals $8,025 pe 
year. 

On the new scale, rents in thi 
building would range from $26.75 ti 

; $69.50 per month. They now gi 
i from $25 to $65. 

The examiner's recommendatioi 
will be put into effect by Robert F 
Cogswell, rent control administra 
tor, in 10 dfays unless there is ai 

appeal by tenants or the owner. 

Army Medical consultants 

Hold Conference Here 
Co-operation between civilian an< 

i Army doctors to give American sol 
diers "the best medical care in thi 
world" was pledged by more thai 
100 Army medical consultants yes 
terday in a conference at the Arm; 
Medical Center. 

The doctors came here for thi 
second annual convention of thi 
Society of United States Medica 
Consultants of World War II. 

Secretary of the Army Royall citec 
World War II statistics to show tha 
improved medical and surgical tech' 
niques gave this country’s casualtiei 
a better chance of recovery thar 
ever before. 

"The spirit of service,” he said 
“is as necessary in peace as in war 
We must have maximum utilizatior 
of manpower and no waste of talen' 
if we are to realize the ultimati 
possibility in this leading humar 
science.” 

The Army Secretary was intro' 
duced by Dr. Walter Bauer .of Mas' 
sachusetts General Hospital in Bos' 
ton. president of the society. 

• 

Bunch Inquest 
Legality Put Up 
To City Counsel 

West's Opinion Asked; 
Further Action to 

Hinge on Decision 
Further official action in th# 

death of John Forrest Bunch 
hinged today on an opinion of 
Corporation Counsel Verqon E. 
West as to whether Inquest pro- 
ceedings in the case of the 64- 
year-old carpenter were legal. 

Deputy Coroner Christopher J. 
Murphy said a transcript of yester- 
day’s brief reopening of the Bunch 
Inquest had been sent to Mr. West 
with a request for his views as to 
whether it and the original hear- 
ing were conducted in proper order. 

The initial inquest, August 13, held 
Mr. Bunch’s death in Gallinger Hos- 
pital August 4 was accidental, 
caused by cerebral hemorrhages in- 
duced by shock in a fall before he 
was arrested by police. Mr. Bunch 
was taken to the hospital from the 
ninth police precinct station, where 
he was being held on a drunkenness 
charge. 

neiauvps opposed verdict. 

Yesterday’s reopening of the in- 
quest, ordered by Dr. Murphy on 
request of United States Attorney 
George Morris Fay, was the climax 
of an effort by the Bunch family 
to have the original coroner’s jury 
verdict set aside. The relatives had 
insisted they believed police mis- 
treatment or negligence might have 
contributed to Mr. Bunch’s death. 

It was John R. Fitzpatrick, at- 
torney for the family, howevfer, who 
brought about an abrupt end to the 
hearing yesterday before any of the 
witnesses could be called. He ob- 
jected on grounds that the coroner's 
jury had not been sworn properly 
over the body of Mr. Bunch, that 
one of the jurors was over age and 
that the jury was discharged on 

handing down its verdict and could 
not be recalled. 

Although the legality of the in- 
quest was defended strongly by As- 
sistant United States Attorney John 
W. Fihelly and Assistant Corpora- 
tion Counsel Milton D. Korman, Dr. 
Murphy adjourned the inquest, say- 
ing he would not proceed until a 
ruling had been made in “the Fed- 
eral courts.” 

Seeks West's Opinion. 
Although saying at first that fur- 

i ther action was up to the attorneys 
! concerned, Dr. Murphy later said the 
j opinion from Mr. West would be 
sought. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick said he had no im- 
i mediate plans for further steps, hav- s 

ing stated his objections and made 
his motion. 

Mr. Fihelly and Mr. Korman in- 
dicated they thought it still was 
the coroner's move. Mr. Korman 
said he could not say, immediately, if 
.there were any practical method of 
getting a oourt determination of the 

| objections raised by Mr. Fitzpatrick. 
! Dr. Murphy said the jury was 

ijsworn in properly August 4, and the 
reference to the August 13 swearing 

! | was a clerical error in the official 
record. 

Dr. Murphy said there was no age 
i requirement for members of coro- 

! ner's juries. Mr. Fitzpatrick had 
! argued they were bound by the 
qualifications prescribed for court 
Jurors. 

As to reopening an inquest before 
| the original jury, Dr. Murphy said 
j his information was not conclusive, 
j so he wanted Mr. West’s-opinion, a 

Meanwhile, as the inquest phase 
of the case was in abeyance, these 

j other phases also remained inde- 
! cisive: # 

1. The study of the case by Mr. Fay, 
I the report on which has not been 
! made public. (Mr. Fay stated, in a 

I letter requesting yesterday's inquest. 
| that he might submit all facts in hia 
(hands to the grand jury, irrespective 
of the final verdict of the coroner's 

i jury, if he decided this move was 

justified.) 
2. The Justice Department inves- 

tigation, sought by the Bunch fam- 
ily and conducted with the assis- 
tance of FBI agents, the report on 
which also has not been made 
public. 

Bond Set for Youth Charged 
With Enticing Girls Info Car 

Municipal Court Judge Armond 
Scott today criticized an attorney 
for attempting to minimize the 
damage done by an 18-year-old 

i; youth who enticed two 14-year-old 
j girls into his car by impersonating a 

policeman. He ordered the youth 
I held under *1,500 bond. 

The boy was arrested last night 
'jnear the Senator Theater in the 

3900 block of Minnesota avenue S.E., 
II on complaint of the theater man- 

agti, nnu ooiu 11c oo w cue wy pci 
i suade the two girls to leave the the- 

; a ter and get into his ear. The girls 
! told pollqe later that the boy had 
told them that he was a detective 
and wanted to question them. After 
they got into the car, he made ad- 
vances to them, they said. 

When the attorney assigned by the 
court to defend the boy asked that 
bond' be set as low as possible, since 
"no harm had ben done,1’ Judge 1 Scott retorted that as much harm 
had been done to the young girls as 

if they had been seriously injured. 
He ordered the boy held under 

$500 bond on the assault charge for 
jury trial December 12, and under 
$1,000 additional bond for action of • 

the grand jury on the charge of 
impersonating an officer. 

; Bladensburg Man Fined 
As Owner of Gaming Club 

i Nathan Davis, 42, colored. 4200 
: block of Forty-eighth street, Bla- 
1 densburg, arrested by Prince George* 

County police as the operator of a 

club where slot machines were in 
operation, was fined $100 yesterday 
In Prince Georges County Circuit 

: Court. Upper Marlboro, on a charge 
of setting up a gaming table. 

Davis was apprehended with 10 
others in a raid on the Bladensburg 
Athletic Club in the 4300 block of 
Forty-eighth street October 11. He 
was one of seven persons indicted on 

: gambling charges by the county 
grand jury without a preliminary 
hearing. 

Nine men and eight women ar- 

rested In the raid have forfeited 
collateral. Two persons were held a# 

1 State witnesses. 

^ 

Tour Uncle Sam is indebted to a 

newspaper editorial (or pointing out 
one of the most vital qualities of 
United States Savings Bonds. Under 
the caption INDESTRUCTIBLE 
BONDS, this editorial declares: 

"A resident of the suburbs report- 
ed the disappearance of $12,000 in 
cash and $7,000 in United States Sav- 
ings Bonds from his home. If he 
should never see the cash or bonds 
again, he would be out $12,000 not 

$19,000. For the bonds will be of no 

value to tbe thief, and on applica- 
tion will be reissued to the owner. 

Tbe misfortune that befell tbe sub- 
urbanite is a timely reminder that 
surplus cash can be put to work with 
security, and with assured availabil- 
ity to the owner in time of need, by 
using it for the purchase of United 
States Savings Bonds.” 

i U. 5. Trttnry Dtfrrtmnl 


